BULLETTf{ OF THE AMgRtCAN ASSOCIA?ION OF ''E?FTgLEUM 6EC}T'O{3ISTS
voL ts. tuo. ? (JULY" tBl!). Plo.ttcc't680. ts FtcS'i t FtllG

GEOI"OGICAT I'{OTES
A SCRUTINY CIS'THE ,{BSTRACTI
KENNIITH K* LANDESI
Ann Arbor, h{ichignn
ABSTH.ACT
Tht
shouidbe coveredby nn abstrastis considered'
The be$q,vior
of editorsis discnssed..Whst
Dictionsrydefinitionsof "abstrect"tre quoted,At tbeconirnportanue
sf tle abstrsctis described.
cluuiona revisedahstlactis preseuted.
Presumablyuew editors, like new senatorsand small clildren, should be seenand uot
heard. But unfortunately the Associationhes elected(the electoratshsd no choice)an
editor who is e notr-corformist. F'or many years I have fretted over the in*dequate abstract, and now perhapsI can do somethingabout it*but not by keepingquiet.
Many of the abstractsappearingin the publications,including the meetingFrrograflrs,
of the A.A.F.$. canbestbe describedhy the useof a horflelyword that refersto nn iufestation by certain minute orgenisrns.The abstract appearingat the beginningof tleisnote is
in that category, I regret to say that it is not an extrerneca,se.My collection csntains
several that s,reworse.Dean Russell of Louisiana State refers to such abstracts &$"expanded titles.tt They could also be looked upon as a table of contents,in paragraphlormn
'oigdescribed"sdded so es to furnish eachsubjectwith the verb
with "is discussedn'and
neces$aryto ccmplete the sentence.The reader is left cornpleteiyin the dark not as to
what the paper is ahout but es to what it t*lls! The inf+isls,tia* and the interpretatio::
containedtherein remaina mystery unlessthe readertakes the time to reador listen to the
entire paper. Suchabstrectscen be likened to t}e "te&serst*whichyour local movie rn&nager
showsyou one week in the hope of bringing you bac&.next rfeek. Sut tbe buay geolcgi.rt
ie more likely to be vexedthan intrigued by the coy abstract.
To many geologists,especiallyto the tyros in exposition,the writing of the abstract
is an unwanteddlore requiredat the last rninute by a nrle-riddeneditor or insistedupon
ev*n beforethe pnperhas beenwritten by a de*dline-bedeviled
programchairrnan.However, in terrns of market reached, the abstract is ffta rr,osthnfortant part o! thc paper.
For every individual who readsor listensto your errtirepaper, frsm ten to Sve hundred
wiil read the abstract.lt is rnuch better to pleasethan to antagonizethis great audience.
Papers written for oral presentetionshould be preparedwith the deadline the abstraet
date instead of the deiivery date. Later discoveriesc&rrbe incorpcratedwithin t}e paper*
and they would rnis$the program abstract anywa)'.
My dictionary describesan abstractas 'ra summaryof a statement,document,speech,
etc." and "that which cancenlrdles
in ilsal! tlw arsentialqualiticsal anylhi*g cnoreertenshsc
or lnore general,or of severalthings; essence.'f
The definition I like best has beenset in
italics" IvIay all writers learn the art (it is not easy) of preparing an abstract containlng
the csse*tiol guolitiasof their compositions!Witb this goal in rnind I append an abstract
tlat I believe to, be an improvennentcver the one $pearing at the beginning of this
discussion.
ABSTR.ACT
The abstractis of utmostimrortance.for it is readbv ro to is timesmoreueoplethanheeror
readthe entires,rticle.It shouldnbt bea -"re recitalof thi subimlscovercd.reuleiedith sucherDresgiongas "is discussed"
and."ir dcscribed.nt
It shouldbc a condcusation
aad c6ncentrationof tle asscntidJEwlildcsof tlc papct.
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